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BOOK REVIEWS. 

General Principles of the Law of Torts. By John C. 
Townes, LL. D. Austin, Texas : Austin Printing Company. 
1907. Pp. xi, 337. 

As the title indicates, this book deals with the general prin- 
ciples underlying the law of torts and does not take up at all 
what the author calls the "named torts" except in an appendix, 
added to give completeness to the work. In this appendix there 
is a brief treatment of negligence, nuisance, fraud, assault and 
battery, false imprisonment, malicious prosecution, injuries re- 
sulting in death, defamation, torts violative of rights in real 
property, torts violative of rights in personal property, and 
interference with property rights under judicial process. 

Professor Townes is writing primarily for law students, 
although there is a generous citation of cases for the assistance 
of the active practitioner. As a law school text book it is well 
conceived and gives a clear and complete statement of those 
principles which are at the basis of all tort law. Perhaps a 
self-taught student with this book in his hands might be misled 
by a lack of balance noticeable from the practical point of view. 
When he began to practice he would hardly be prepared for 
the great importance which assumption of risk and contribu- 
tory negligence would take on. This lack of balance, of course, 
would be corrected by the lecturer when the book was in use 
by law school classes, and for such use its broad and clear 
treatment of the subject would be very valuable. 

S.B.S. 



A Treatise on Equity Jurisprudence as Administered in 
the United States of America. By John Norton Pome- 
roy. Students' Edition. By John Norton Pomeroy, Jr. 
San Francisco: Bancroft- Whitney Company. 1907. Pp. 
xvi, 1048. 

The compression of the essential parts of his father's work 
of four large volumes into a single book of serviceable size is 
the task assumed by John Norton Pomeroy, Jr. That the 
revision has been carefully made is not alone a sufficient justi- 
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